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surround them like a halo. He emphasizes the point that an
X/ray examination should never be substituted for a careful
clinical examination and that it should be used for the purpose
of amplifying clinical methods, not to supersede them.
Dorothy Dow and W. Lloyd in their third paper dealing with
their investigations on the subject of tuberculosis in children give
a description of the radiographical appearance of certain pathox
logical conditions in children. The findings are of special value
as a guide to radiological readings as they were interpreted by
a subcommittee of the medical staff of Brompton Hospital, and
a description is given on the opposite page.
Considerable advance has been made within recent years in
securing more accurate and more clearly defined radiographical
pictures of the lung by the use of the tomograph. Tomography
has been defined as the sectioning of an organ or part of an organ
by X-rays. Burrell had described the use of tomography as
restricting the view to the lesion which it is necessary to radiograph
and eliminating shadows which would otherwise be super^
imposed. McDougall, who has made a special study of the
value of the tomograph in the elucidation of morbid conditions
of the lungs, emphasizes the reliability of the information relating
to pulmonary tuberculosis revealed by tomographic images. The
extent to which surgery is now employed in the treatment of
chest diseases has attached greater importance to the accurate
localization of cavities and to the pathological nature of pul'
monary lesions. McDougal points out that not only does in^
vestigation by means of the tomograph yield clearer information
regarding the nature of a cavity wall and the tissues around it and
its relationship to the bronchial tree, but it reveals the existence
of distinct cavities which had not been detected by ordinary
Xxray examination,
TUBERCULIN REACTIONS. A positive reaction to
one of the tuberculin tests indicates that the individual in whom
it has been obtained is allergic, that is, he has been infected with
the bacillus of tubercle and his tissues have reacted with a varying
degree of resistance to the toxic products of the organism. The
reaction sheds no light on the character of the infection, which
may have healed or be latent or progressive, while in long-standing
cases with profound intoxication the reaction may be negative.
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